
 

 

Guidelines for new writers 
 
We welcome diverse opinions and perspectives on the African narrative.  
 
As an observer or shaper of narrative, your opinion and perspective will be of interest to 
those telling Africa’s story, whether it’s a reflection on arts, culture, and media or research 
that busts myths about Africa. 
 
By agreeing to write a piece for us, we request you adhere to the following: 
 
What we are looking for 

● Your opinion on topical issues and news of the day as it impacts perceptions within 

and about Africa. This can be an analysis of a news report or recognising significant 

shifts, disruptions of prevailing stereotypes about Africa. 

● Your personal reflections rather than more ‘corporate’ positions, even where you’re 

writing as part of an organisation. We want to hear your voice in your piece.  

● Your unique and informed analysis – Be concise and keep your language simple. 

● Contributions can be between  500  and 650 words. 

● Original content that has not already been published elsewhere (except where we 

have agreed to cross-post from another site). 

● Opinion that advocates and disrupts stereotypical stories/storytelling without 

pointing fingers 

● Your submission must be rounded, so be clear about the problem you are addressing 

and suggested solution/solutions. Be conversational. 

● Data speaks louder than personal sentiment: research your topic, reference current 

events and provide links to your sources. 

 

Please avoid 
● Posts that focus on self-promotion of your organisation or its activities, for example, 

descriptions of an organisation’s programmes or statements of agreed policies. Posts 

can refer to your organisation’s programmes, publications or research, but in the 

context of analysis and reflections on the topic you are discussing more widely.  

● Posts that are self-promoting or in any way constituting advertising for your 

organisation. All links must go to relevant sites.  

● Jargon and insider language. 

 
We reserve the right to reject content that we don’t consider appropriate for Africa No Filter’s 
mission.  We also reserve the right to edit where necessary – though we aim to preserve each 
contributor’s unique voice. 
 
Submitting your article 

● Please submit contributions in Word format to info@africanofilter.org  

● Please use “ANF Blog post” in the email subject line 



 

 

● Please supply a headshot of the author and a short bio.  

● If available, please share photos that can help bring your piece to life. Ideally, these 

will involve people and will not be posed. They can be what your organisation has on 

file or images shot by you (incl. cell phone images) while working on your piece. 

● Do not send content - text or visual - that you do not have the right to use. 


